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     On September 16, 2011 the Michigan Masters Club 
received the 2011 Club of the Year Award from United 
States Masters Swimming at the Hyatt Regency in Jack-
sonville, Florida in conjunction with the United States 
Aquatic Sports Convention. The strengths of USMS are 
the great clubs that make up its membership. The Club of 
the Year Award seeks to recognize clubs that exemplify 
the core objectives of USMS: to Serve, Educate, and Build 
the Membership. Masters swim clubs that do the most to 
promote the values and mission of USMS, not only in their 
communities but also at the national level, are the candi-
dates for this award.  

     This is a great honor considering there are 745 Clubs 
registered in 2011 in USMS, to be distinguished as one of 
the top two 
Clubs is quite a 
remarkable ac-
complishment. 
Davis Aquatic 
Masters, out of 
Davis, California 
was the other 
recipient of the 
2011 Club of the 
Year Award. 
Michigan Mas-
ters joins an 
elite group of 6 
other Clubs, 
since award in-
ception year 
2006, to be so 
honored. Ralph 
Davis, Sally 
Guthrie, Gail 
Dummer, Den-
ise Brown, Patrick Weiss, Jason Pacyau, and Skip 
Thompson were there as part of the Michigan Masters 
delegation to accept this prestigious award.  

    This is the first time in Michigan Masters history that a 
Club from Michigan has received a National Award of this 
kind. Michigan Masters have won Club National Champi-
onships at three Long Course National Meets, (1979, 

1996, and 2009) so this is a nice award to compliment the 
others. Every swimmer that is a member of the Michigan 
Masters Club for the last two years should be proud of this 
honor because every swimmer that registered, swam, vol-
unteered, and supported the Club in any way is directly 
responsible for Michigan Masters receiving this award.  

     In 2010, the Michigan Masters Club achieved one of 
the largest increases in percentage growth in USMS regis-
trations. The Michigan Masters Club had 777 swimmers 
registered in 2010, compared to 634 in 2009. This repre-
sents a 22.6 % increase from 2009. In 2010, the Michigan 
LMSC had the largest percentage increase in members 
from 2009 in the country with LMSCôs over 100 swimmers. 
Our final 2009 registrations numbered 663, compared with 

834 in 2010, 
which repre-
sents a 25.8% 
increase in 
membership. 
This was the 
first time in 
Michigan Mas-
ters history that 
we have led the 
nation in annual 
percentage 
growth. With 
93.3 % of the 
LMSC member-
ship, this has to 
be one of the 
largest increas-
es in Club 
growth in the 
country. 

     With the in-
creased growth in the Michigan Masters Club, member-
ship retention has hit high achievement levels as well. The 
Michigan Masters Club has a retention rate of 65% and 
that is currently 4% ahead of the National Average of 
61%. The increase in registrations has led to a 18% in-
creases in attendance of swimmers at the 13 pool meets  
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offered in 2010 in our LMSC. Additionally, almost half 
(47%) of all registered Club members in the Michigan 
LMSC participated in our State Championship meet in the 
last 4 years. This is the largest percent of LMSC participa-
tion in the country. The energy and enthusiasm that is 
built up over the year hits it high point at the Michigan 
Masters State Championship meet.   

     In Indianapolis, at the 2009 Long Course Nationals, 
Michigan Masters won the Combined Regional Team Di-
vision for their first USMS National Championship since 
1996. This was followed up at the 2010 Short Course Na-
tionals in Atlanta with a 4th place finish overall; the highest 
combined club placing achieved by our club in a Short 
Course Nationals since 1975. The espirit d'corps estab-
lished among Michigan Masters swimmers has encour-
aged many of our newer swimmers to attempt competing 
at a national championship. At the 2011 Short Course 
Nationals in Mesa, Arizona, 8 new swimmers out of 18 
swam to an 8th place Regional Club Banner.  And, finally, 
at the 2011 Long Course Nationals 11 swimmers swam to 
an 8th place Regional Club Banner making it 3 years in a 
row the Club has won a banner.   

    During 2009 and 2010, 30 Michigan Masters swimmers 
were named USMS All Americans (18 Pool and 12 Long 
Distance). From 2009 thru 2011, 19 different swimmers 
were USMS National Champions at the two USMS Cham-
pionship National meets.  

     For the 2010/2011 year, 42 of our Club members (5% 
of the LMSC membership) swam in SCM/LCM relays, 
setting 23 FINA Relay World Records. From 2009 until 
the end of 2011, 35 individual, and 13 relay USMS Na-
tional Records have been set. In addition to the 23 relay 
World Records, 21 individual event World Records have 
been set.  

     In 2010, twenty-seven relays were first in the USMS 
Top Ten for all 3 courses (SCY, LCM, SCM), the largest 
number in Michigan Masters history and one of the largest 
Club totals in the country. 46 swimmers were named 
USMS Relay All Americans as a result of the 27 first place 
relays and that matches the 46 Relay All American swim-
mers from the 1996 Michigan Masters Club, when the 
Club hosted the USMS Long Course Nationals and at that 
time it was the largest Long Course Nationals and ranks 
second in attendance today.  

     The May/June 2010 issue of Swimmer Magazine con-
tained two feature articles on Michigan Masters swim-
mers in the Swimming Life section. The first article fea-
tured how Ralph Davis, who received a heart transplant, 
swam in the Transplant Games meet a year following the 

operation. Today Ralph not only still swims but also 
serves as USMS Treasurer. The second article featured 
the first-ever 200 Free Relay in the 360-399 age group, 
composed of Michigan Masters swimmers. The oldest 
member of this relay was Donald Pope, at age 
96.  He began swimming in masters meets a little over 
three years ago at the age of 93. Edith Glusac, at the 
age of 92, swam in the relay despite suffering two 
strokes in the last three years. The other two members, 
Lois Nochman and Bob Doud have been swimming 
since the early 1990ôs and both have been USMS All 
Americans.  

     The May/June 2011 issue of Swimmer Magazine fea-
tured an article about a Michigan Masters Club member, 
Bryce Chase, 32, who suffers from autism, and the many 
challenges he has faced. He has lived with autism his 
entire life, and according to Chase and his coach, Su-
zanne Grebe, Bryce never had a place outside his family 
where he belonged, until he found masters swimming. In 
addition to improving his swimming skills, master swim-
ming has also improved his social interaction skills. In fact 
swimming has done so much for his life, that he has been 
able discontinue the medication that he needed to take 
before he started masters swimming.  

     The Michigan Masters Scholarship fund started in 
2008, and it provides financial assistance to the child of a 
masterôs swimmer in Michigan. The award is not restricted 
to swimmers but is intended to provide qualified swim-
mers financial assistance in attending a college or univer-
sity. Five grants of $1000 have been provided to 3 stu-
dents since 2008. It is hoped that even if a scholarship is 
awarded to a non swimmer, he or she might consider join-
ing our organization in the future. Revenue for this award 
comes from contributions of individual club members. This 
program is the first of its kind in USMS and is a way that 
our Club serves the local community.  

     The Michigan Masters Club initiated an LMSC Awards 
Banquet on October 15, 2011 to honor our swimmers ac-
complishments both in and out of the water. One of the 
most important awards given and the first LMSC to give a 
membership award past 15 years was the Continuous 
Loyalty Masters Membership Award. The award was giv-
en in 5 year increments up to 30 years of continuous 
membership in the Michigan LMSC. Swimmers were rec-
ognized for their due diligence of renewing and supporting 
the local and national organization every year.  

    Michigan Masters Club members have received USMS 
recognition for excellence, with six Dorothy Donnelly Ser-
vice Awards, four Kerry OôBrien Coaching Awards, a 
Speedo/US Masters Coach of the Year Award, a Captain 
Ransom Arthur Award, a Ted Haartz Staff Appreciation 
Award, and a Recipient of the USMS Athletes Inducted 
into the International Masters Swimming Hall of Fame.  
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     The Ted Haartz U.S. Masters Swimming Staff Appreci-
ation Award recognizes one individual each year who 
demonstrates excellence in assisting and supporting the 
U.S. Masters Swimming staff in the national office with its 
professional duties of servicing, promoting, and building 
the membership. This award celebrates the organiza-
tionôs volunteer roots, as well as its future, specifically by 
recognizing efforts that support and assist the staff in its 
responsibilities. The award is named in honor of Ted 
Haartz, a leader in U.S. Masters Swimming since 1970, 
who helped establish the foundation for U.S. Masters 
Swimmingôs evolution into a professionally operated or-
ganization. During Haartzôs tenure as President, U.S. 
Masters Swimming became the only self-governed Mas-
ters organization in the world. This yearôs honoree is 
Ralph Davis. 

     Under Ralph Davis, USMS has created an Audit Com-
mittee and Investment Committee. Our Audit Committee 
meets annually face to face and selected our new audi-
tors that specialize in non-profit accounting. We now pro-
vide an annual audit for USMS to ensure the organization 
is safeguarded and financially transparent. Our Invest-
ment Committee likewise selected our investment man-
agers, meets annually and is responsible for implement-
ing our Investment policy. During this time he oversaw 
the selection, purchase and installation of new accounting 
software. 

     To the staff, Ralph has been a valuable resource, 
sounding board, and mentor. When it came time to bring 
production of SWIMMER magazine in house, Ralph was 
there to help us review the responsibilities, contract and 
financial saving to USMS of more than $100,000 a year. 
When we changed our employment management ser-
vices provider, Ralph was instrumental as well in ensur-
ing the organization and our employees were protected. 

     Ralph Davis has been the Michigan Masters Treasurer 
from 1997 until 2007 when he became Vice Chair and 
then in 2009 became Chair of the Michigan LMSC. In 
2004, he received the Chetrick Award for outstanding 
service to the Michigan LMSC. He has been a member of 
the USMS Finance Committee since 2000 and became 
Vice Chair in 2002 and Chair in 2007. He was elected to 
the Executive Committee in 2009 as USMS Treasurer. 
He has executive responsibility of the Audit, Finance, and 
Investment Committees. 

      In 2010, he received the Dorothy Donnelly USMS Ser-
vice Award for outstanding service to the National Organi-
zation and he was featured in the article ñGift of Lifeò in 

USMS Swimmer magazine. What you may not know, is 
that Ralph is a heart transplant recipient. He's competed 
in the Transplant Games taking home his share of rib-
bons. Ralph has had a change of heart, but his commit-
ment to USMS is unwavering. 

Ted Haartz U.S. Masters Swimming Staff 
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     The Chetrick Award has been awarded since 1978 

and is given annually to those who have given outstand-

ing service and continuous voluntary contributions to 

Michigan Masters Swimming. In 1998, Michigan Masters 

had no masters swim meets in the greater Detroit area. 

Brighton was the closest at that time and we had meets in 

Ann Arbor, Jackson, Flint, Midland, and Lansing at the 

time. Dawn Hewitt, a masters swimmer at the time men-

tioned this to Bob Crosby when she was swimming in lap 

swim at West Bloomfield HS.  Bob not only offered to do 

a meet, but if we wanted to he would run two local meets 

for us during the short course season. At the time this 

seem a little much, but he said he could get lots of volun-

teers because he would run this as a high school function 

and he would get the swimmers, parents, and all others 

that were involved in West Bloomfield swimming to be 

involved in the running of the meet. This meet would not 

be like the other masters meets because the HS would 

be in charge and underwrite the whole meet.   
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     With this he could have it recognized because they 
would have their own insurance and he could have non 
USMS swimmers try the meet and if they liked it they 
could decide to join the USMS. He was really the first 
Meet Director to think "Outside the Box" to get swimmers 
to swim in the meet. One of the different things he did 
that no one was doing at the time was he organized the 
parents to cook a meal at the school cafeteria for the 
swimmers so that when they finished swimming in the 
meet, they could have a lunch/dinner before they went 
home. This provided not only good food for everyone but 
a nice social atmosphere for swimmers to socialize and 
get to know there fellow masters swimmers. I can 
honestly say that the West Bloomfield teams of the past 
13 years have the 
best post lunch meal 
for a local Michigan 
Masters meet that I 
have ever seen. 
Every year they have 
excellent service with 
this and the 
swimmers respond 
by showing up at the 
meet because it is 
the one unique thing 
that this meet does. 
The meet has been 
an influence on high 
school teams like 
Milan, Mason and 
Dewitt because they 
host a post meet 
meal.  

     He has made this 
meet a priority for all 
of the High School 
swim teams. The 

Girls season ends in mid November and he always hosts 
the meet a week before the Girls HS State Meet. The Boys 
season ends in mid March and itôs also a week before the 
Boys HS State Meet. He has done this consistently for 13 
straight years and has had the best average local 
attendance of any Michigan Masters meet excluding the 
State Meet. This past November was the 27th straight 
Masters swim meet he has hosted. The money that is 
earned is used to fund the HS programs expenses for out 
of town meets like the MISCA meet at Eastern Michigan 
and the State Championship meet. Masters swimmers 
have responded positively because he always has the 
highest attendance of any local meet.  

     Before he got into 
coaching, Bob was a 
state finalist in the 50 
Free for Detroit Ford HS. 
Swimming for Eastern 
Michigan University, he 
won the 100 Free at the 
National College Division 
Championships in 1972 
which helped EMU to the 
National College Division 
team title. Bob is retired 
from teaching at West 
Bloomfield HS but still 
loves coaching HS 
swimmers and plans to 
coach a few more years. 
We are lucky that we 
found someone we can 
work with for the last 13 
years and has a passion 
for swimming and 
hosting these two meets 
a year. Congratulations 
Bob for this very 
deserving award. 
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